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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 117163 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO L-03 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 FEA-01 
ACDA-07 AGRE-00 AID-05 CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 EPG-02 
COME-OO DLOS-09 DOTE-OO EB-07 EPA-01 ERDA-05 
FMC-01 TRSE-00 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 JUSE-00 NSC-05 
NSF-01 OES-07 OMB-Ol PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 /129R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/AFN:TSWILKINSON:PG 
APPROVED BY NEA:NAVELIOTES 
L/NEA:DSMALL (SUBS) 

EURAVE:JSMITH 

2 1 005 8Z 116041/62 

O 210013Z MAY 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY VALLETTA NIACT IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY TUNIS IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 117163 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:PFOR, PLOS, PBOR, IT, LY, TS, MT 

SUBJECT :TUNISIAN-LIB Y AN CONTINENTAL SHELF DISPUTE: 

DRILLING BY READING AND BATES 

REF: A. VALETTA 571 B. STATE 109446 C. TUNIS 3543 

1 . DEPARTMENT UNFORTUNATELY NOT ABLE TO SUGGEST ANY FUR- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 117163 

THER LEGAL RECOURSE TO DETER REALIZATION OF READING AND 
BATES DRILLING OPERATION. WE WOULD ASSUME THAT LIABILITY 
FOR SAFETY OF CREW WOULD. HOWEVER, BE A MAJOR CON- 
STRAINT, AND SUGGEST THAT YOU MAKE THIS POINT IN ANY 
FURTHER DISCUSSION WITH READING AND BATES VICE PRESIDENT 
TAPPMEYER. 
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2. YOU SHOULD ALSO APPRISE TAPPMEYER OF IMPENDING U.S./ 
TUNISIAN EXERCISE PER REF C, AFTER WHICH TUNISIAN SHIP 
BOURGUIBA IS TO BE DETACHED FOR ROUTINE PICKET DUTY IN 
VICINITY OF PROPOSED DRILLING SITE. 

3. SUGGEST THAT YOU ALSO INQUIRE WHETHER TAPPMEYER IS 
AWARE OF ALTERNATIVE EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT WHICH WE UNDER- 
STAND WAS OFFERED TO READING AND BATES BY BUTTES PETRO- 
LEUM, PER REF B. 

4. FOR TUNIS: CONCUR IN YOUR VIEW THAT PLANS FOR 
ROUTINE JOINT EXERCISE NEED NOT BE CHANGED. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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